1. | Course/module name in Polish and English
Postsocjalizmm w Europie Srodkowej/Wschodniej
Postsocialism in Central/Eastern Europe
2. Discipline
Culture and religion studies (Anthropology)
3. Language of instruction
English
4. | Teaching unit
Department of Ethnology and Cultural Anthropology
5. Course/module code
22-EC-S3-PostCEE
6. | Type of course/module (obligatory or elective)
Obligatory
7. Field of study (specialization/specialization)
European Cultures
8. | Cycle of study (bachelor's degree, master's degree, doctoral degree)
Bachelor's degree
9. | Year of study (if applicable)
2
10. | Semester (winter or summer)
Summer
11. | Form of classes and the number of hours:
Seminar, 30 hours
12. | Name, surname, title/degree of lecturer
Baer, Monika, dr hab., prof UWr
13. | Prerequisites in terms of knowledge, skills, and social competencies for the
course/module
Knowledge: Student has basic knowledge regarding characteristic features and
methodological reflection in the field of social sciences and humanities (K_WO01, K_W02).
Skills: Student has language competences in English at the level B2 and is aware of the
need for specific communication skills in the intercultural environment (K_U02, K_U14).
Social competences: Student is aware of the role played by culture in a society and able
to be involved in acts of intercultural communication (K_K01, K_K04).
14. | Course objective:

The course aims to present the transitional process in Poland and other Central/Eastern
European countries after 1989. In particular, it discusses specificity of anthropological
analytical perspectives as compared to other social sciences and humanities which have




attempted to theorize “postsocialism” in the region. Furthermore, it shows how different
people, differently situated within different social structures negotiated “postsocialism” in
their everyday discourses and practices, and, effectively, how they destabilized
homogenizing concepts and ideas of both popular and scholarly narratives.

15.

Program content:

Europe as a discursive category
Anthropological perspectives on (post)socialism
Postsocialism and orientalism

Capitalist encounters

Deconstructing “peasants”
Deconstructing “workers”

Raising stratifications: Poverty

Raising stratifications: Stories of success
Gendered stratifications

Feminism and civil society

Sexual minorities

National/ethnic minorities
Europeanization

16.

Assumed learning outcomes:

Knowledge:
Student knows the basic ways of narrating | K_W04
social/cultural facts that are key to
European communities.

Student has a basic knowledge of the | K_WO05
consequences of political and economic
changes for social/cultural life.

Student knows the main elements of | K_ W11
historical changes that have shaped modern
European communities.

Skills:
Student knows how to formulate messages | K_U03
describing the historical conditions of
contemporary European societies/cultures.

Student has the ability to critically analyze | K_U04
specialized studies describing the history
and present day of European
societies/cultures.

Student is able to analyze the historical and | K_U08
cultural conditions of the functioning of
modern European communities and on this
basis to formulate analyses that facilitate
their understanding by non-specialists.

Social competences:
Student recognizes the real effects of | K_K02
community involvement in social/cultural
life, including in particular understanding
and participation in the tradition that
defines a given community.




Student popularizes the idea of continuous | K_K07
learning about constantly changing
societies/cultures whose shapes are never
stable.

Student understands the idea of constantly | K_K09
changing research methods and the need
for communication between researchers
working in different societies/cultures.

17. | Obligatory and recommended literature (sources, studies, textbooks, etc.):
M. Baer, Women’s Spaces: Class, Gender and the Club, Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu
Wroctawskiego 2003.
M. Buchowski, Rethinking Transformation, Humaniora 2001.
M. Buchowski, E. Conte, C. Nagengast (eds.), Poland beyond Communism, University
Press Fribourg 2001.
M. Buravoy, K. Verdery (eds.), Uncertain Transition, Rowman & Littlefield Publishers,
Inc. 1999.
H. Cervinkova, M. Buchowski, Z. Uherek (eds.), Rethinking Ethnography in Central
Europe, Palgrave Macmillan 2015.
C. M. Hann (ed.), Postsocialism, Routledge 2002.
U. Kockela, M. N. Craith, J. Frykman (eds.), A Companion to the Anthropology of
Europe, Wiley-Blackwell 2012.
R. Kuhar, J. Takacs (eds.), Beyond the Pink Curtain, Mirovni Institut 2007.
L. Kurti, P. Skalnik (eds.), Postsocialist Europe, Berghahn Books 2009.
K. Verdery, What was Socialism, and What Comes Next, Princeton University Press
1996.
L. Wolff, Inventing Eastern Europe, Stanford University Press 1994.
18. | Methods of verification of the assumed learning outcomes:
- a class discussion based on assigned readings
- a seminar paper based on an individual research project
19. | Conditions and form of completion of individual components of the course:
- monitoring of attendance
- assessment of participation in class discussions
- assessment of a seminar paper
20. | Student workload

Form of student's / doctoral student's activities Number of hours for the realization
of activities

Classes with the instructor (according to the 60h

study plan):

- seminar: 30h

- tutorial: 30h

Student's own work (including participation in 120h

group work):

- reading assigned papers: 30h

- reading the indicated literature:30h

- preparing individual research project: 30h
- writing a seminar paper: 30h




Total number of hours

180

Number of ECTS




